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We	asked:	Should	we	sequence	the	
Corn	Genome?

² How	many	genes	are	in	a	corn	plant?
² How	much	will	it	cost	to	sequence	all	the	
genes	in	corn?

²Will	seed	companies	collaborate	or	want	
proprietary	sequence	information?

² HOW	ARE	WE	GOING	TO	DO	THIS????
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Gene	Sequencing	- New	Frontier
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FERTILITY

Synergy
1	+	1	=	3



Synergy
1	+	1	=	3

• 1	Phenotyping	
Company
• 14	Universities
• 8	Seed	Companies
• ARS	USDA
• 1	Weather	
Company

Funding	from:
• 4	State	
Commodity	
Groups
• National	Corn	
Growers	Assn
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Genomes	to	Fields	
Revolutionize	Plant	Science

• $25	million/yr	for	10	years
• Industry	support	($	and	in-kind)
• Commodity	&	organization	support	($	and	
political)

• Utilize	the	investment	in	gene	sequencing
• Sequester	more	carbon
• Feed	a	growing	population
• Develop	rural	economy
• Improve	efficiency	of	land	and	fertilizer
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